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THE sudden death of the child, whose funeral occas 
sioned the Jollowing discourse, appeared to excite much 
sensibility in this Village, especially among the children, oe 
ber companions. A copy is furnished for the press, in 
compliance with the request of the bereaved panes 

The author prays that all who read it may prepare 
to die! Be pee W. 


JOB VU. 21. 


AND WHY BOST THOU NOT PARDON MY TRANSGRESSIONS 
AND TAKE AWAY MINE INIQUITY ? FOR NOW SHALL Jf 
SLEEP IN THE DUST, AND THOU SHALT SEEK ME IN THE 


MORNING, BUT ET SHALL NOT BE. 
«4 


INSPIRATION has declared that “It is bet- 
ter to go to the house of mourning, than to goto the 
house of feasting ; for that is the end of all men, and. 
the living will lay it to his heart.”? The sentiment 
of this passage is, that the ravages of death, and the 
scenes of mourning, are peculiarly calculated to sof- 
ten the heart, arrest the attention, dispel the delu- 
sions of vanity, allay the anxieties of business and 
care, and prepare the mind to receive the lessons 
of wisdom. The house of mourning presents the 
end of all men, and the living will lay it to his heart. 
But to what purpose will the living lay to his heart 
that he must die, and be laid inthe dust, unless he 
be thereby induced to attend to those truths which 
respect a preparation for death ? Such attention, 
doubtless, the wise man had in view, when he de- 
clared it better to go to the house of mourning 
than to go to the house of feasting. He considered 
that mankind, visiting the house of mourning and 
beholding the lifeless remains of one of their fellow 
worms, and laying to heart that they must soon be 
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in the same condition, would dismiss, for a moment 


at least, their solicitudes about oxen, and farms, and ~ 
merchandize, and amusements, and listen to the” 


truths which concern their salvation. 

It is therefore to be hoped, the solemn and nifoeke 
ting providence which has called us together will 
prepare our minds to listen to that spiritual instruc- 
tion, which we shall endeavour to draw from the 
words of the text. ‘ And why dost thou not par- 
don my transgression, and take away mine iniquity ? 
For now shall I sleep in the dust, and thou shalt 
seek me in the morning, but I shall not be.’’ . 

The words are a. part of the prayer of Job, which 
he appears to have addressed to God, in a time of 
great affliction. They contain several important 
points of doctrine, to which your attention is now 
requested. 

I. All mankind, even the best, are sinners. 

The author of the text, was a man of distinguish- 
ed piety. He had the testimony of God himself 
that ‘“* There was none like him in all the earth ; a 
perfect and upright man, one that feared God, and 
eschewed evil.’’ He was liberal to the poor and 
distressed, and the eye that saw him blessed him. 


In the discharge of the duty of a father, he appears 


to have been excelled by aone. Such was his con- 
cern for the spiritual interest of his children, that, 
after their days of feasting, he sent and sanctified 
them, and rose up early in the morning, and offer- 
ed burnt offerings according to the number of them 
all, for he said, it may be that my sons have sinned, 
and cursed God i in their hearts. In these family 
devotions, Job was both constant ahdfervent. He 
did not, like some heads of families, practise them 
when i had leisure, and omit them when hurried 
with business. 

He rose up early in 1 the morning, that he might 
find time, and he used the most valuable part of his 


time, for this service. He did not, like some heads 
of families, practise these devotions for a time, and 
then grow weary of them,and lay them aside ; 
but, “‘ Thus did Job continually.”” The virtue of 
this man was put to the severest test. Satan, hay- 
ing called in question the sincerity of his religion, 
was permitted to deprive him of his substance, and 
his children, and even to smite him with sore boils, 
from the sole of his foot unto his crown. 

- ‘Under the pressure of these mighty evils, instead 
of murmuring, hekissesthe rod. His language is, 
*¢ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.”? ‘* What, shall 
we receive good at the hand of the Lord and shall 
we not receive evil?” Yet, distinguished as this 
man was, by his singular piety, he was sensible, 
deeply sensible, that he was a sinner. 

He tacitly acknowledges thisinthe text. ‘“* Why 
dost thou not pardon my transgression, and take 
- away mine iniquity.”’ His language in other places 

is °* [have sinned, what shallI do unto thee, O thou 
Preserver of men! If 1 justify myself mine own 
mouth shallcondemn me. If I say lam perfect it 
shall prove me perverse. I abhor myself and repent 
in dust and ashes,”’ IJIfsuch aman were guilty, who 
is innocent ? God had declared him superior to all 
others on the earth, yet he is, by his own confession, 
avilesinner. Verily then, among the sons of men, 
_ there is none righteous, no not one. We have oth- 
er proof of this truth. For, says the scripture, 
“¢ ‘There is not a just man upon earth that doeth 
good, and sinneth not. ‘Vhey are all gone out of 
the way ; they are together become unprofitable.” 
Vhe universal prevalence of death is also a proof of 
the universal prevalence of sin. For, ‘* By one 
man, sin entered into the world, and death by sin, 
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
_ ginned.”? ‘The alarming providence of God, which 
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has assembled us here, is a demonstrative proof of 


the truth of the doctrine we are considering. And 
should any person deny, that all, even children, are 


sinners, the spectacle before us would give him the 


Tie. 

II. There is no way of restoration to the favor of 
God, but the way of forgiveness. 

Job does not attempt to extenuate nor excuse 
his sins. He pleads no merit of his own, as 
the ground of justification before God. He makes 
no mention of his deeds of piety and benevolence. 
He only pleads for pardon. ‘ Why dost thou not 
pardon ny transgression, and take away mine in- 
iquity ?”? But how can a guilty rebel hope for for- 
giveness ? Willa holy God abate the demands of 
his law, and restore the transgressor to favor ? What 
would this be, but an acknowledgement that his 
law was unjust, and its penalty too severe ? What 
but renouncing his claim to the perfect love of his 
creatures, and declaring himself unworthy ef that 
love ? 

Here, human reason must forever have been 
confounded, had not the gospel unfolded to the 
anxious mind, a way by which God could be just, 
and yet justify asinner. Shout, O heavens, and be 
joyful, O earth ! for the Son of God, dwelling in 
human flesh, hath, by his sufferings and death, mag- 
* nified the law and made it honorable, that repent- 
ance and forgiveness of sins might, in his name, be 
preached to every creature under heaven! In the 
death of Jesus, mercy and truth meet together, 
righteousness and peace kiss each other ; and the 
penitent sinner, believing in him, receives redemp- 
tion through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, ac- 


‘cording to the riches of his grace. United to Christ,. 


as the branch to the vine, he is freely acquitted of 
guilt, and receives a promise of everlasting life in 
heaven. Freely forgiven. for the sake of Christ, 


ch 
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the penitent is restored to the favor of God, is al- 
iowed henceforth to look up to him with filial con. 
fidence, as a Father and Friend. Other foundation 
for a restoration to the favor of God, can no man 
lay. | | ; 

III. A time of affliction is a season that especially 
calls for confession of sin, and imploring forgiveness. 

_ Job, the author of the text, improves this season. 
_The prayer of the text was offered ina time of deep 
distress, when he was deprived of all his possessions, 
bereft of his children, smitten with a grievous dis- 
ease, and reproached by the few friends that remain- 
ed, as an hypocrite, abhorred by God, and deserv- 
ing the contempt of men. While, in this melan- 
choly situation, he made his complaint unto God, 
his supplications abounded with confessions of sin, 
and earnest cries for pardoning mercy. 

The propriety of improving a time of affliction 
for this purpose appears from the consideration that 
all afgictions are the consequence of sin. Had sin 
never enteredour world, sorrow had been unknown. 
Sin, that accursed spoiler, has marred and polluted 
all sublunary joys, and introduced a train of woes. 
Hence, even the afflictions of the godly, are the 
fruit of sin. Theugh administered in love by the 
hand of a merciful Father, sin alone has rendered 
them necessary. 

The wounds which rend the heart of sensibility, 
and open the avenues of grief, though designed for - 
the benefit of the sufferers, and properly denomi- 
nated blessings in disguise, should still be regard. 
ed as the fruit of sin. They should call the suffer- 
ers to selfexamination, to penitence and prayer.— 
‘This is necessary for the children of God ; and if 
so, how imperiously necessary for impenitent sin- 
ners! How important for them, when visited by 
any calamity, and especially, when their friends are 
removed by death, toawake and considerthe cause 
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of such afflictions ! How important to improve sich 
seasons to exercise repentance, and seek forgiveness 
through the blood of the cross. 

IV. Restoration to the favour of God by forgive- 
ness, if it ever be obtained, must be obtained in the 
present life. 

‘This was. evidently the sentiment of Job. He 
pleads for forgiveness by the consideration that 
death isat the door. ‘* Why dost thou not pardon 
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my transgression and take away mine iniquity, for 


now shall I sleep in the dust.” ‘hen it will be too 
late to ask for pardon, then the door of mercy will 


beclosed. His prayer, although in the form of a” 


question, is evidently the language of earnest en- 
treaty ; and he presses his request by the consider- 
ation that the present is the only season in which he 


can expect ever to obtain forgiveness. He seems — 


to be sensible, that now is the accepted time, and 
that forgiveness must beobtained now or never. We 
have abundant proof that this view of the subject is 
correct, from the express declarations of the word 
of God. There we learn, that all the promises of 
forgiveness are confined to the present life. There 
we read, that forgiveness is promised only on con- 
dition of Tepentance. Repentance is a work. But 
there is no workin the grave. ‘‘ Ifthe tree fall to- 


wards the south, or towards the north, in the place ’ 


where the tree falleth, there it shall be.”?” We said 
forgiveness is promised only on condition of re- 
pentance. Repentance implies a change of charac- 
ter. But there isno change of character after death. 
<< "The time is at hand’? when * he who 1s filthy must 
be filthy still.” Thus certain it is, that unless sin 
be forgiven before we sleepin the dust, 1ts_ terrible 
effects must be felt forever. 

V. The text leads us to contemplate the frailty of 
human ope: Now shall I sleep in the dust, and 
thou shalt seek me in the morning, but I shall not 
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be. To day we are in health, but, this very night, 
we may sleep in the dust, and be sought in the 
morning but not be found. Do we need proof of 
this? Consider the melancholy event that has as- 
sembled us here. On Saturday, the child, whose 
pallid remains are before us, was in health. At the 
close of the day she was attacked with disease. The 
same evening she slept in the dust, and they sought 
her in the morning, but she was not found. Her 
body was turned to cortuption ; her spirit had fled 
to God. 

From the discourse, and from the occasion, we ir- 
resistibly learn the importance of obtaining immedi- 
ate forgivenees of all our sins. This is the point in 
which the whole discourse terminates. And O that 
the attention of the audience could be fastened upon 
it ! If all mankind, even the best, are sinners ; if 
there is no way of restoration to the favor of God 
but the way of forgiveness ; if forgiveness can only 
be obtained in the present life, and if we are contin- 
ually exposed to death, how i ee ee is the neces- 
sity of obtaining forgiveness, without any delay. 

Mourners, whose grief on this occasion, calls for 
our sympathetic condolence, We sharein your sore 
rows, and would to God we could alleviate them, 
by administering the balm of true consolation. 

Ye parents, whose hearts are bleeding with the 
wound inflicted by the stroke which has severed from 
you a child of your love, look up to the Hand that 
struck the blow. Hear him, from the lofty battle- 
ments of heaven, exclaiming, ‘I kill, and I make 
alive, I wound, and I heal, and there-is none that 
can deliver out of my hand.” And is this Being 
your God ? Do you recognize him as such? Then 
you will see, in this distressing event, the merciful 
hand of your Heavenly Father, who doth not afilict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men ; and, in- © 
stead of repining, you will kiss the rod. Important 

As 
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‘itis, that you éxperience and exhibit the power of 
the religion you profess, and its ability to support 
the mind inaffliction. Say, then, with the renown- 
ed author of the text, * ‘Ihe Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the name of the 
Lord.”” Say, with the Shunamite, ‘It is well.’” 
Say, with your Saviour, “* The cup which my Fathe 
er hath given me, shall I not drinkit ?’ Pour your 
sorrows into the bosom of Jesus. And can you 
complain, when you know it is written,“ In all 
their afflictions. he was atllicted ?’? Can you coms 
plain, when you know it is written, ** Whom the 
Lord loveth, he correcteth ?? Can you complain; 
when you know it is written, “* Behold I have re- 
fined thee, but not with silver ; I have chosen thee 
in the furnace of affliction ?? Can you complain, 
when you know it is written, ‘* All things shall 
work together for good to them that love God ?” 
Rather, be exhorted to improve this affliction im 
such a manner as will render it a blessing in dis- 
guise. Let it invigorate your exertions to bring 
up your surviving children, still.spared to you m 
mercy, in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
Let it add new fervency to your prayers for their — 
salvation. Let it add solemnity and tenderness ta 
your instructions, while you labor to convince them 
of sin, and point them to the blood of the cross as 
their only remedy. In fine, let its beneficial effects 
be visible in such an example as shall convince your 
children, your neighbors, and society, that you real- 

ize the truth, and the tremendous importance of the 
religion of Christ. ~ May these be the fruits of this 
afflictive providence. May your pious exertions 
for the spiritual interest of your family be crowned 
with success, and you and they, finally rise above 
_ this world-of sorrow and sin, to dwell together in 
those mild regions, where the tempests of adversity 
never blow. ; | Nites 
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Children, bereft of a beloved sister, Hear the voice 
of God! — | : 7 

How lately did you enjoy the pleasant society, of 
the dear deceased ! How lately were you engaged 
with her in the sports of\childhood, and how little 
did you think she was so soonto leave you | Two 
days ago, you saw her in health. But the same 
evening, she slept in the dust, and you sought her 
in the morning, but you found her not. Full well 


‘I know the grief of your tender hearts. But grief 


is unavailing... You must go to her, but she will 
never return to you. Ah, could she.have given 
you one.kind admonition to prepare to die, and en- 
forced it by telling you, ** Now shall I steep in the 
dust, and you shall seek me in the morning but L 
shall not be,”? would you not have listened ? And 
is she silent on that subject now? Hark! From the 
invisible world she whispers— Whispers, did I say ! 
She speaks louder than thunder, ** My sisters, ny 
brothers, Be ye also ready ! For you too, like me, 
shall soon sleep inthe dust, and be sought in the 
morning but you will not be.” Receive the warn- 
ing and be wise. Remember now your Creator, 


and seek the favor of your Redeemer. Seek the for- 


giveness of your sins in his mighty name. Devote 
to his service the morning of your days; that, 
whether death shall come sooner or later, he may 
come as a friend, to call you to the everlasting eme 
braces of Him, who has said, ‘** | love them that 
love me, and those that seek me early shall find 
me.” — ; 

Instructors and Members of the School, How imprese . 
sive is the language of this providence to you! 

On Saturday, the child, whose death is the occa- 
sion of these solemn services, was a member of tfte 
school. Had she then known her destiny, how just 
ly might she have bid youa last adieu, saying, 


- © Now shall I sleep in the dust, and ye shall seck 
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me inthe morning, but I shall not be.?? Such the 
case has proved.’ Whe school was opened in the 
morning, but Sibyl’s place was emoty. Her Pre- 
ceptress sought her, but she was not. Her little 
classmates sought her, but she was not. They, + 
tan to the house of sorrow, and its gloomy walls 
echoed, and reechoed, Where is Sibyl ? Where is 
Sibyl? But no answer was returned, save the tearg 
of bereaved parents and brethren. Instructors, by 
this scene, are reminded, that while with all fidelity 
they teach their pupils those branches of literature 
and science, which are requisite to render them use- 
ful in society, they should not forget to tell them 
‘that ** One thing is needful.” This duty is enforc- 
, €d by a demonstrative proof, furnished by this sor- 
rowtlul occasion, that they may, at evening, dismiss 
' their pupils in health, but, that very night, ‘they 
may sleep in the dust, and be sought in the morn- 
ing but not be found. And ye children and youth, 
while you behold the pale corse of one of your num- 
ber, thus suddenly snatched away, fix your atten- 
tion on death, and learn the importance of prepar- 
ing to die. Ah! what now avails the departed 
Sibyl, that she was sprightly and active as any of 
you ? What now avails her that she was first in her- 
class ? What avail her the elegance of her form, 
and the beauty of her complexion and features? 
Nothing, my young friends. Nothing now: avails 
her, but the love of her Saviour. She possesses that, 
if she loved him here. When you leave the world, 
and leave it you must, nothing else wiil avail you. 
4nd would you enjoy it then, you must secure it 
now. You must secure it by repentance, by love to 
God, by faith in Jesus Christ, by humble prayer, 
ata life of piety. Delay not another day thus to 
secure it; for remember, though now in health, | 
this night, your soul may be required ! This night 
you may sleep in the dust and your friends, your 
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instructors, and your classmates, may seck white iy 
the morning but find you not! 


| Fellow travellers to the world of hints ‘How sol 
emnly are we warned to prepare todie! - 


Parents, consider your situation. Consider the 
Situation of your children. Learn it from the 
scene before you. Think what emotions the 
parents of the deceased must have experienced, yes- 
terday morning, when their prattling babes, who 
had slept securely through the night, ignorant of 
what was befallen their sister, clasping their knees, 
interrogated, ‘* Where is Sibyl | ? Where is Sibyl !” 
Enter into their feelings, and while with them you 
drop the tear of sympathy, forget not that your 
children are equally exposed. Have you, then, one 
word of instruction to give them ? Have you one 
prayer to oifer to God for them ? Give that instruc- 
tion, and offer that prayer today ; for, even this 
night, they may sleep in the dust, and you may seek, 
them in the morning but find them not. 


Impenitent sinners, whether old or young, whether 
parents or children, You are not prepared to die 
and nothing can prepare you but repentance. 


What are your calculations ? Are you resolving 
to delay your repentance till tomorrow : Consider 
the terrible tisk you run. This mght you may 
sleep in the dust, and be sought in the morning, but 
not be found. What, in this case, | ask you, be- 
comes of your soul ? The horrors of the pit where 
devils dwell can alone explain. O consider the dan- 
ger of delay ! Should death surprize you, as I fear 
it will, in your present condition, terrible will be 
your interview with him. How terrible, then, your 
condition in the day of Judgment ! By all the thun- 
ders of Omnipotence.that shall burst on the aston- 
ished world in that tremendous day, when the Sa- 
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‘your witiath come’ with clouds, ‘and every eye shall 
see him, I conjure you torepent this day, and make 
your Judge your Friend, God Almighty graat you 
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